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FROM MR. HACKNEY 

Hello Mariposa Families, 
 
 Can you believe we are already to the holiday season and 2021 is right 
around the corner? As we approach the holiday break, I know many families are 
wondering about the possibility of in person learning at Mariposa.  Unfortunately I do 
not know the answer to that question.  The number one priority is the safety of all 
students and staff!  When Redlands Unified, in conjunction with the San Bernardino 
County Health Department deem it safe for students to return to in person instruction, 
we will let all our families know.  At this time however, there is no timetable for in 
person return to learning.  I will keep you updated as new information is made 
available. 
 
Distance Learning Tips: 
As we continue with distance learning, I wanted to take a moment to give parents and 
students some tips for distance learning to help the continued success of all our 
students.  Here are some tips that you may find helpful 

 Create a Space for Learning - Create a physical environment for your 
student to learn in everyday.  It is “their” space for school everyday. 

 Create a Routine -  Create a visual schedule for a daily routine.  Routines 
help students understand and follow expectations. 

 Encourage movement - During breaks encourage your student to get up and 
go move around instead of just sitting on one spot. 

 Reduce Outside Distractions - It is difficult enough for students to focus on 
the computer screen, any other distractions that could be minimized will be helpful 
for their focus. 

 Take Brain Breaks - Online learning creates mental fatigue for 
students.  Take time throughout the day to take a brain break and do something 
with your student not on a computer screen. 

 
Grab and Go’s  
 While we continue distance learning, we will continue to hold scheduled Grab 
and Go’s to help get important instructional supplies to our students.  Please be on 
the lookout for the upcoming dates and whether your specific teacher is participating 
in the Grab and GO’s.  The Grab and Go dates for December and January are listed 
to the left of this letter. 
 
Winter Break: 
 Our students’ Winter Break runs from December 21, 2020 through January 8, 

2021.  I know the staff and our students are looking forward to this well-deserved 
break!  Our school office will be closed during the Winter Break but will reopen 
on January 11th.  Students and staff also will return to school on January 
11th. 
  I hope all of our Mariposa families have a relaxing, peaceful, and 
enjoyable break.  At this time of year, the staff and I think of our many 
blessings. All of us at Mariposa count your children and you as part of our 
daily good fortune. As much as our teachers and staff give to your students, 
you give to us in return. It has been an interesting year and please know how 
much we miss seeing you every day.  

Wishing you Safe and Happy Holidays! 

Principal, Dustin Hackney 

Office Manager, Mary Ambriz 

School Clerk, Lori Holley 

PTA President,  
Brianna Flanigan 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Every Friday: wear your 

Mariposa Spirit shirt! 

 

12/10: Grab and Go:  

        2pm-3pm; Burgess,    

        3rd, 4th & 5th 

 

12/11: Grab and Go:  

       2PM-3PM; Ceja,  

       TK,K,1st & 2nd 

 

12/17: PTA Winter  

              Wonderland 

 

12/18: PJ Dress Up Day 

 

12/21/20-1/8/21: Winter      

                Break 

 

1/11: Dist. Learning  

                 resumes 

 

1/18: MLK Jr. Holiday 

 

1/19: 2:15PM School 

Site Council Mtg. 

 

1/19:School Photos 

            1pm-6pm 

 

1/20: 2PM-3PM; TK, K,  

 1st & Ceja Grab and Go 

 

1/21: 2PM-3PM: 2nd and  

         3rd Grab and Go 

         Burgess, 4th &   

         5th Grab and Go 

 

1/22: School Photos 

         1PM—6PM 

 

1/29: Spirit Dress Like a  

         Teacher Day 
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Hello & Happy Holidays Mariposa Families! 
 
I don’t know about you, but I can’t believe we are entering into the holiday season.  My kids are begging me to 
start decorating now, so our family has jumped on the decorating for December in mid-November train that we 
have seen so many others doing.  It feels a little crazy, but I guess it goes right in line with 2020. 

 While this year looks and feels so different than past years during this season, we as a PTA are working on ways to bring 
some cheer to our Mariposa students.  With the help of PTA board members, we are coming up with new ideas to give back to 
our students, teachers and staff.  One simple way of supporting the PTA is to become a member.  By becoming a member, it 
keeps our PTA strong and thriving.  Our amazing membership committee, headed by Typhani Michael and Debbie Walsh, have 
created an easy way to join using a QR code.  You can find it on the Mariposa website, our Mariposa Facebook page, or on the 
flyers handed out at the last couple of Grab & Go's.  Simply hold your phone camera up to it and click on the link that pops up.  In 
order for our PTA to maintain status we must have members.  Please take a few minutes to join our school’s PTA so that we can 
keep offering all the fun activities and help to our beloved school.  Plus, your membership will help your child’s class and teacher 
win a fun prize for the most memberships per class.   
 We were excited to partner with a local company, Martin & Co, this year for our annual fundraiser and hope to keep this 
going for years to come.  A huge thank you to Kayte Carr, Gina Malachowski & Jennifer Moore for all their hard work and creative 
thinking to make this work.  The funds earned from this will go towards our teachers and helping them with distance learning 
needs.  Hearing about so many of our teachers’ workspaces and the creativity they have come up with to make their screen 
inviting, warm, and fun has blown my mind.  The PTA is excited to be able to help them out as a small thank you for all they do for 
our children.  
 Please remember to order your child’s yearbook.  While we admit it will look so much different than past years, I truly 
believe this year will be worth documenting for our students to be able to have as a small piece of history of how life was for 
them during the year 2020-2021.  From zoom/google meets to Grab & Go's, this is truly a year unlike any other.  If you have 
purchased yours already, make sure you are keeping pictures to add to your child’s personalized pages that will show up in their 
very own yearbooks.  Should we not go back this year, the company has the option of getting your child’s books digitally signed 
from their friends and adding those to the pages. Please make sure you are posting pictures to the Mariposa Yearbook Facebook 
page.  If you don’t have a Facebook page but would like to send pictures please email them to mariposayearbook@hotmail.com 
or alecia@aeolon.com.  Thank you so very much Alecia Miller & Danielle Wicks for taking on this huge project for our students 
this year! 
 Hopefully you were able to enjoy our PTA sponsored Halloween drive thru and/or the cookies from Martha Greens that 
the PTA gave at the November Grab & Go.  We are hard at work planning our next PTA drive-thru.  We hope to see you and your 
student(s) on December 17th for our Winter Wonderland drive-thru.  Trust me, you don’t want to miss this one!  
 This is a great time to say thank you to our staff for all of the behind the scenes work they do to help our teachers and 
kids.  Standing back and listening to them at the November Grab & Go reminded me of how much they truly care for our kids and 
miss seeing them on campus.  It was just another reason to be thankful for our amazing school!  
 Our next PTA meeting will be a virtual Zoom meeting on January 14th at 3 pm. These meetings are great ways to hear 
about what is going on with our Mariposa community, especially when we can’t see each other or be on campus.  Not only will 
you get information on what the PTA is doing behind the scenes but Mr. Hackney will be there to give a school update of what 
administration and/or teachers are working on.  The Zoom meeting ID is 820 3315 1219 and the PW is Monarchs.  
 
I hope you all enjoy the Thanksgiving and Winter breaks with your family! 
 
With Gratitude, 
Briana Flanigan 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the PTA President 

MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

mailto:mariposayearbook@hotmail.com
mailto:alecia@aeolon.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

MARIPOSA PTA 
WINTER  

WONDERLAND  
DECEMBER 17TH 

                  2:30PM-4PM 
                  YOU WILL  
       NOT WANT TO  
   MISS IT! 

Socially Distanced School Photos 

January 19th and January 22nd 

1pm to 6pm 

 
 
Photos will be by appointment only and  
all Covid19 protocols will be followed.  
       And of course, 
        if the CDC/RUSD  
        change protocols the  
        date/time may have  
        to be adapted. 

 



MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
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MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 

 

“I Matter Because…” 

That was the theme for the 2020-21 Reflections Art Program which has been 

bringing the arts to life for more than 10 million students since 1969. And Cali-

fornia State PTA and its members, families and kids are on the forefront of this 

amazing program, which increases community awareness of the importance of 

arts in education. 

Reflections encourages students of all ages to: 

 

 Unleash creative talents and be inspired 

 Express themselves imaginatively in their artwork 

 Experience the fun and joy of making art 

 Tap into critical-thinking skills to create art inspired by the annual 
theme 

 Receive positive recognition for their original works of art. 

Visual Arts 
Awards of Merit and Honorable Mention 

Award of Merit: Bryce Hopkins (Mrs.  Williams) 

Award of Merit: Sruthi Darbhamulla (Ms.  Moore) 

Honorable Mention: Andrea Arizmendi (Ms.  Ng) 
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PRIMARY VISUAL ARTS–  

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: 

Quinncy Henrie  
Ms. Cortese’s Second Grade Class 

INTERMEDIATE VISUAL ARTS–  

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: 

Kapri Henrie  
Mrs. Scanlon’s Fifth Grade Class 

INTERMEDIATE MUSIC  

COMPOSITION 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: 

Lydia Valentino 
Ms. Ng’s Fourth Grade Class 

REFLECTIONS 2020 



MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

 

Jackie Land, Mariposa School Counselor 

jackie_land@redlands.k12.ca.us 

 

 
4 Ways to Make Holidays Better for Kids 

 

It’s easy for children to be smitten with the magic of the holidays. Fun presents. Extra sweets. A vacation 

from school. There’s a lot to like. But with the freedom and excess of the season, sometimes kids can get 

a little carried away. For most families, there will be a point when the kids get overtired and cranky or 

greedy about presents. Here are some tips to keep kids happy and ready to enjoy what the season 

brings. 

Gifts- Getting presents is a high point of the holidays for any kid, but that shouldn’t be the only focus. 

As adults we know that giving presents can be just as rewarding as getting them and we should 

teach that lesson to our children. Even when kids are too young to buy a present, they can still 

make one or help you pick out something. Volunteering or giving your child a little money to give 

to a charity of their choice are great ideas for getting children in a more generous mood. 

Let Them Help Out- There’s a lot of extra work to do around the holidays. Children can help set the 

table, decorate the house, and wrap presents. If they are too young to wrap, they can help by 

holding down the paper or getting the tape ready. There’s always something kids can do. Plus, 

this way kids won’t feel left out or glued to technology for hours. 

Keep Routines- Holidays give us a break from the everyday, but that can make kids stressed, espe-

cially kids who find routine comforting. Try to keep some things constant. Kids still need snack 

time, special time with you, and a chance to unwind before bedtime. At family gatherings when 

you notice the kids are getting antsy, it’s okay to excuse yourself and get them into their pajamas 

and turn on a movie. 

Remember They’re Kids- Some holiday traditions depend on kids being on their best behavior: 

lengthy services, parties with unfamiliar faces, and elaborate meals. Try to keep those to a mini-

mum and customize festivities for your kids’ frustration level. Don’t schedule more than one de-

manding event in a day and make sure to include physical activity and downtime. Your kids will 

be grateful and so will you! 

 

Happy Celebrating, 

Mrs. Land 
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MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS! 

Jan. 14th 3PM (virtual) 
The Zoom meeting ID is  

820 3315 1219  
 

and the PW is Monarchs.  
 

            Feb. 4th: 1PM 
 

March 11th 1PM 
 

April 1st: 1PM 
 

May 21st: 1PM 

Virtual December Fun for Your  

Family Time At Home! 

Family Christmas pajamas 2020: Just because you aren’t celebrating in person doesn’t mean you 
can’t match! Send everyone the same pair of PJs to take a photo of the group on Zoom. 

Holiday movie night: Use Netflix Party or another streaming service to watch a Christmas movie together over Zoom. 

Game night: Choose a game you can play online together, like charades or team trivia. 

Christmas crafting: Encourage kids who may be stuck at home to “help” decorate with paper snowflakes, popcorn tree 
trimming, or bead and pipe cleaner ornaments. 

Cookie decorating party: Send each family a cookie decorating kit or gingerbread house making kit to get creative to-

gether on Zoom. 

https://www.wordgenerator.net/charades-generator.php
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Practicing self-care is important for all of us and even more crucial for parents of children with special 

needs.  Below are several examples of how you can nurture yourself and make self-renewal a part of your eve-

ryday life in the four areas of self-care: physical, emotional, spiritual and mental.1  

 

Physical Care 

 Be kind and loving to your body – appreciate your body. 

 Nourish your body by eating healthy and energizing foods that make you feel great. 

 Get enough sleep and drink plenty of water to stay hydrated. 

 Exercise to replenish your energy and manage stress. 

Emotional Care 

 Have a heart-to-heart with a close friend or mentor. 

 Ditch self-criticism/judgmental thinking about your actions and thoughts. 

 Seek out support from a therapist, coach, social worker, peer or counselor. 

 Journal – write down your feelings and thoughts. 

 Go on a fun date with your partner or organize a monthly moms’ night out. 

Spiritual Care 

 Take time to be by yourself to think or write. 

 Take a walk in a park or out in nature. 

 Meditate, pray or just reflect on what you’re grateful for. 

 Do something creative: paint/draw/write/dance/sing. 

 Volunteer for a cause you’re passionate about. 

Mental Care 

 Read a good book or see an intellectually stimulating movie. 

 Learn a new hobby or skill. 

 Sign up for a class, group or workshop on a topic that is interesting to you. 

 Challenge yourself within your community or at work to learn something new. 

Wondering where or how to start?  Begin by choosing one of the four areas of self-care to focus on over the 

next 90 days.  Make a list of specific things you can do daily or weekly that will help you make your own self-

care a priority and then commit to it.  Take baby steps if you need to and remember this wise quote from 

Audre Lord, “Self-care is not about self-indulgence, it is about self-preservation.” 

 
1The Mother’s Guide to Self-Renewal: How to Reclaim, Rejuvenate and Re-Balance Your Life, © 2006 by Renée 
Peterson Trudeau. Reprinted with permission. 

Self Care: Important for All of Us 

http://reneetrudeau.com/
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SPIRIT DAYS!  

WHAT ARE THEY? 

WHAT DO WE “WIN”? 

WHAT IS COMING UP? 

EVERY FRIDAY IS MARIPOSA SPIRIT DAY! 

WEAR YOUR MARIPOSA SHIRT, OR YOU RUN CLUB SHIRT,  

OR YOUR CHORUS SHIRT, OR ANY BLUE SHIRT! 

 

EACH CLASS COMPETES AGAINST EACH OTHER AND  

WE HAVE A PRIMARY AND AN INTERMEDIATE WINNER EACH WEEK! 

WHAT DOES THE CLASS “WIN”….. 

WELL, FIRST AND FORMOST 

 

 

 

 

AND ALSO, THE SPIRIT FLAG!   

Then we will also have 

Friday, December 18th:  “Pajama” Dress Up Day 

Friday, January 29th: “Dress Up Like A Teacher” Day 

Friday, February 19th: “Career” Dress Up Day 

Friday, March 12th: “Farm” Dress Up Day 

Friday, May 7th: “Favorite Literary Character” Dress Up Day 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 

Wear your Spirit 

Shirt Today! 

5 

6 7 

 

8 9 

 

 

 

10 

2PM-3PM 

Grab & Go 

Burgess, 3rd, 

4th & 5th 

11 

Wear your Spirit 

Shirt Today! 

2PM-3PM     

Grab & Go 

Ceja, TK, Kinder, 

1st and 2nd 

12 

13 14 15 16 17   PTA Winter 

Wonderland! 

2:30-4PM 

 

18 

Spirit Pajama 

Dress  Up Day 

19 

20 21 

Winter Begins 

22 23 24 25 

Christmas Day 

26 

Kwanzaa begins 

27 28 29 30 31 

New Year’s  

Eve 

  

December 

WINTER BREAK 

WINTER BREAK 



MARIPOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

  

JANUARY 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 

D. L. School  

Resumes 

12 13 14 

 

Virtual PTA 

Meeting 

15 

Wear your 

Spirit Shirt  

Today! 

16 

17 18 

MLK Jr.  

Holiday 

19 

School  

Photos  

1PM-6PM 

2:15PM 

School Site 

Council 

20 

2-3 Grab and 

Go: TK/K/1 & 

Ceja 

 

21 

2-3 Grab and 

Go: 2nd & 3rd 

22 

2-3 Grab and 

Go-Burgess, 

4th & 5th 

School  

Photos  

1PM-6PM 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29   Spirit 

“Dress like a 

Teacher” 

Day 

30 

31       

WINTER BREAK 

WINTER BREAK 


